In the Claims ; 

Please cancel claims 1-14 without prejudice or disclaimer, amend claim 15, and add 
new claims 16-17 as follows: 

1-14. (Cancelled) 

15. (Currently Amended) A data transfer method for processing system which allows 
both processes to be executed in a first data processor and in a second data processor 
to communicate with each other by direct data transfer between user spaces of the 
data processors, wherein 

communication via a first virtual interface connection between a first process 
in the first data processor and a second process in the second data processor is taken 
over by a second virtual interface connection between a third process in the first data 

processor and the second process in the second data processor, 
the method comprising the step of: 

setting a flag if the first process receives data which is transmitted via the first 
virtual interface connection; 

issuing, from the first process to the second process, a request for intermission 
of data transmission to the first process: 

starting in th e first process to memorize data rocoived in the first proc e ss, 

intermitting the communication betw ee n the first process and ^Jn the second 
process via the first virtual interface connection . data transmission to the first process 
and replving fi:om the second process to the first process an acknowledge of the 
request for intermission of data transmission ; 

confirming in the first process and the second process intermits th e 
communication via the first virtual interface connection; 

after the acknowledge of the request is received in the first process , copying 
,aft e r th e st e p of confirming the m e moriz e d data which is received in the first process 
to b e us e d in the third process; 

establishing the second virtual interface connection between the third process 
and the second process in response to a reconnection request issued from the first 
process; and 
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taking over the communication from the first virtual interface connection to 
the second virtual interface connection in r e spons e to a request from th e first proc e ss 
to continue the communication. 

(New) The data transfer method as defined in claim 15, wherein said first process 
issues said reconnection request, after the copying of data to the third process is 
completed or it is confirmed from said flag that there is no data transmitted via the 
first virtual interface connection and received in the first process. 

(New) The data transfer method as defined in claim 15, wherein said first process 
issues said request for intermission of data transmission to the second process after 
the third process requests to take over the communication with the second process. 



